. Clear copy of the cover. These four portraits of Hermite are the frontispiece portraits of him at the beginning of each of the four volumes of his OEuvres mathématiques.
The other extreme is, of course, just to reprint the author's papers in the order they appeared. These latter collections may be the first to disappear in the era of the computer. In Polya's case he also wrote quite a few books-I count 22-and those are not in these four volumes that are correctly titled "collected papers". Many sets of volumes are given names like "opera omnia", "Werke", "oeuvres complėtes", "opere matematiche", or the equivalent in some language or other. The titles often do not describe adequately the contents. But "collected works" have consistently continued to appear over the first years of this twenty-first century-notable examples are the works of Heinz Hopf, A. N. Kolmogorov, B. Kostant, Hans Lewy, Stephen Smale, L. N. Carnot, Armand Borel, Jean-Pierre Serre, Donald Knuth, Hellmuth Kneser, among many, many others. The list of firms publishing these is not surprisingly, dominated in numbers by Springer, Birkhäuser, deGruyter, and a few organizations like the American Mathematical Society or presses operated by universities.
We have been somewhat surprised in recent years to find such collections still appearing in advertisements by publishers, listing their recently issued volumes. It appears that "collected works " have not yet been driven from the market by the ease of printing out something with the computer. Of course, those of us who are "collectors" would prefer to see the continued appearance of such collections on paper, partly because the existence of such collections can be either entertaining or could influence scholarship. Here are a few examples. We own the copy of Riemann's Werke [8] that was owned by Cayley, with marginal commentary in pencil by Cayley presumably. A historian could well be interested in what Cayley thought of the various publications of Riemann. We also have Dedekind's copies of Lejeune Dirichlet's Werke [1] , with the signature of the owner on the endpapers of both volumes but no marginal commentary. We can conclude either that Dedekind did not approve of writing in books-generally admirable-or that he found the contents to be without flaw. Or perhaps he never got around to reading them.
We own only the first three volumes of Gauss's Werke [4] . These are the copies acquired by Darboux as they were published. The other volumes are missing because Darboux died the same year that volume 3 appeared. The dealer from whom these were acquired noted that at the point Darboux died he stopped collecting.
There are unexpected rewards in going through some volumes of collected papers. Very often they contain some of the best portrait engravings of the author. In the case of Hermite the collected papers [5] are in four volumes. The papers are arranged more or less chronologically and each volume contains an engraved portrait of Hermite thus forming something of a view over time of Hermite's appearance. We can see him age right before our very eyes. It would be interesting even if the subject were not a prominent mathematician-rather a chronicle of the ages of man. Leibniz' Collection of 1717 [6] has the signature of a noted scientist Thomas Huxley on the title page. Huxley was no mathematician. But then Leibniz was a mathematician who worked successfully in other disciplines. Did he perchance predict in some way the theory of evolution? Maybe. Browsing through "collected works" can reveal interesting rewards and challenges. 
